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ProverBs xiv. 34. 


Righteouſneſs exalteth a Nation, 


A Regular attention to o Religion and Virtue, pro- 


ceeds from a juſt deference and regard for the 

moſt ſublime directions, and is productive of 
effects in the ſpiritual, moral, Abd ſocial world, emi- 
nently advantageous. A human Bein launching into 
the ſcenes of life, collects his ideas 5 om the objects 
before him, forms notions, and links principles ac- 
cording to the intelligence he ſelects, or has conveyed 
to him: Nature herſelf denotes a grand object of 
adoration and love, and fills the heart with awful 
reverence for the great and good God. But the divine 
tranſactions independent on the viſible Creation, the 
wonders of Revelation, the glorious diſpenſations of 
Providence, and interpoſition to reſcue man from miſe- 
ry, are truths above the ſphere of Nature, which dilate 
the genius, raiſe the imagination, exalt the ſoul, and 
teach us to pay the Author of all exiſtence, the reve- 
rence and regard due to his Attributes, to admire his 
goodneſs circulating through all the Creation, and 
endeavour to deſerve his particular affection, the 


B | higheſt 
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higheſt point of human Glory: on this baſis, man's feli- 
city, temporal and eternal, is immovably founded. 

As the order of Nature, however beautiful and ex- 
preſſive of a divine hand, is incomparable to ſuper- 
natural excellencies; ſo inadequate muſt the beſt hu- 
man actions and acquiſitions be, to the Attributes and 
Goodneſs of the Creator. In this proportion we muſt 
meaſure the beft of human accompliſhments, with 
divine; perfection is the ſole property of God; a re- 
ſemblance to that perfection, which good men 
aſpire to, is all that mortality can admit of: the more 


ſtriking the tranſcript is, the more of God they im 


preſs on their Nature, the more harmony and "Sl 
lence will appear in their actions, and the more refined 
mortality will fill their hearts. 

It is the eſſential nature of order to eſtabliſh con- 
cord and unity, and of perfection to diſplay every 
thing in the moſt pleaſing, as well as moſt exalted 
rank within its ſphere. To inſtance a few diſpenſations 
in Nature: we there ſee a beautiful regularity and 
variety, every thing adapted to its particular uſe, each 
element fitted to its employ, and each animal ſhaped 
and accommodated to the element it is to inhabit, 
endued with organs and faculties proper for its natural 
element and province of action: we there behold 
beauties calculated to delight the eye, delicacies to 


entertain the taſte, melodious ſounds to pleaſe the 


ear, and the richeſt fragrance to delight the ſmell, the 
glorious orbs of ſuperior ſplendor to raviſh and amaze 
the mind, and infinite other parts of the univerſe, 

wonder 


t #4 
wonderfully formed in order, exactneſs, regularity, 
and perfection. 

Moral goodneſs, and a juſt conduct of our mental 
faculties are on the line of perfection, and no leſs re- 
plete with beauties in man, than thoſe external excel- 
lencies adapted to the ſenſes, are in the world; they 
are an emanation of the Divine Nature, and diſpen- 
ſation of God, ſuited to the ſphere of human ability, 
and are not fruitleſs endowments, but of vaſt and 
ſublime conſequence. Thereby God ſhews his deſign 
of exerting his wiſdom and power in their favour, of 
protecting them from danger, and giving them what- 
ever is neceſſary and proper for them, ſpiritual and 
temporal, an aſſurance of a regular communication of 
his grace on earth, and glory in heaven: this bleſſed 
intercourſe ſets man in the higheſt order of this lower 
world, warms his ſoul with celeſtial fire, animates his 
thoughts, and 1s the ſpring of benevolence and good 
actions. 

The mind, under this a diesen, can approve 
of nothing but what is good: the heart feels the dic- 
tate, and reaſon leads her to whatever is worthy and 
laudable. The univerſal beneficence, which God 
daily extends to his creatures, is her eſtabliſhed prin- 
ciple: humanity, which our ſenſes and the texture of 
our conſtitution point out, which Nature and Philoſophy 
recommend for general conveniency, is here ennobled; 
not drawn forth by mere human ſenſations, but fourided 
on ſpiritual reaſons. A ſympathy of nature in a being 


{o happily endowed, makes him act according to the 
8 divine 
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divine will; and righteoufneſs, inherent in the great 
guide of all his thoughts and deſigns, branches out 
from him in affection and beneficence. 

Virtue thus deſcended, appears in the world with 
irreſiſtible foree, receives the applauſe and approba- 
tion of mankind. It has fuch intrinſic worth, that 
even the abandoned aſſume its garb ; and the leſs ho- 
neſt act under its appearance to execute their oppreſ- 
five defigns, and ſometimes render it difficult to diſ- 
cover the real, from the feigned virtuous; however, a 
near inſpection ſeldom leaves a doubt. In determining 
the character, the object of the latter is ſelf, and all 
his purſuits are ben to the ſame point; whilſt the 
mean idea of ſelf, never enters the imagination of the 
former. His Virtue is from God: and in his intercourſe 
with men, prompts him to inform the ignorant, en- 
lighten his underſtanding, and lead him in the way 
of Righteouſneſs; induces him to feed the hungry, 
cloath the naked, and pour the balm of comfort into 
the boſom of a ee and affliction. Such a one 
never ſlanders another's reputation, is ever ready to do 
juſtice to merit and character, rectify miſtakes, ſoften 
the invidious, and ſooth the warmth of anger, and 
violence of faction. 


The mind, ſome have thought, cannot be always on 


the ſtretch of Virtue, but muſt at ſeaſons relax its. 


ſtrings, and be either ſupine, or what but a little ex- 
ceeds it, be vicious. But this is founded on error : the 
virtuous man may undoubtedly. at times. amuſe him- 
felt with innocent ſpeculations and entertainments, 
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without any virtuous aim, and be frequently diſengaged 
from virtuous actions; but this is not ſo to relax the 
ſtrings of Virtue, as to infringe its real excellence. If 
by relaxation we mean amuſement, delight, and joy; 
the virtuous mind receives no greater ſatisfaction, no 
higher delight and joy, than in the exerciſe of its 
ability: the bleſſings of the comforted fill the ſoul with 
. raptures. 

A perſon indued with theſe principles, muſt be con- 
tent ; ; and to be depended on, his motives are from 
God, and has no expectation of reward, until mortality 
is ſwallowed up in Glory, In his intercourſe with the 
world, he judges of mankind by his own ſenſations : 
knowing the fluctuating nature of the body, and hov- 
much the ſoul ſuffers with its infirmities, he feels for 
it, as for himſelf; gives all the ſpiritual and human aid 
in his power; and rejoices at another's proſperity, as 
with his brother, and the child of the ſame God and 
Father of all. 

If we look into civil ſociety, and ſeek for the moſt 
amiable part of it, do we not find thoſe moſt venerated 
and admired, who fill their various ſtations with inte- 
grity and Nandur 7 Is there not a certain grandeur of 
character inherent in thoſe, who juſtly execute their 
engagements with mankind? What is more reſpectable 
than a good father, a dutiful child, a ſincere friend, a 
good ſubject, and a juſt judge? What is more worthy 
of eſtimation than Veracity, Charity and Beneficence ? 
Theſe qualities do honour to human nature, raiſe the 


reputation of kingdoms, and ſecure the peace of empire. 
The 


1 
The mind, thus ennobled by Virtue, beams forth 


in elegance and beauty: the paſſions ſubdued, leave 
the genius cool and undiſturbed. The body, full of 
health by temperance, concurs with the vigorous ope- 
rations of the mind; which having no burden on it 
to make it apprehenſive for its eternal or temporal 
welfare, looks into the tranſactions of the world with 
penetration and preciſion, diſcerns the tendency and 
effects of early ſteps, and conducts itſelf with ſteady 
wiſdom, magnanimity and reſolution; is firm in the 
midſt of danger, unawed by threats or virulence, un- 
moved by the glare of opulence and ſplendor. 

Fidelity in employments, integrity in the mercantile 
world, vigilance and honour in national concerns, not 
only diffuſe happineſs through ſociety, but eftabliſh 
its reputation in foreign climes, raiſe a character 
eſſential to the ſtrength and affluence of a commercial 
| Rate, and are of unalterable and perpetual force, how- 
ever variable the mode of acting and thinking may he. 
Improvements in arts, ſciences, urbanity and civiliza- 
tion, affect the morals of mankind : a certain refine- 
ment of ſentiment flows from rational improvements, 
and the more exalted diſcoveries of genius expand the 
mind with more honourable thoughts of the Deity: but 
ſuch is the weakneſs of human ability, that theſe acqui- 
ſitions, which generally fill the heart with happineſs and 
attachment to God, are ſometimes deſtructive of it, ſhut 
out humility, and introduce ſcepticiſm and infidelity, 

When the pride of knowledge has tainted the ſoul, 
every beautiful diſcovery drawn forth from the womb 


1 

of Nature, contributes to the malady, and ſpreads the 
contagion through all its faculties: it arrogates to itſelf 
the power of Creation, and independently prides it- 
ſelf, in the works of a genius which God commanded 
into action. This defection from righteouſneſs gives the 
paſſions a weight in Nature, ſuperior to the force of 
reaſon ; opens the ſluices of licentiouſneſs and corrup- 
tion, and, as the ſmalleſt bruiſe in the moſt beautiful 
fruit ſoon corrupts the whole, flows through every 
branch of ſociety. 

We need not have recourſe to the days of barbariſm 
or more poliſhed ages, to perceive that licentiouſneſs 
1s not merely the inhabitant of the palace, or corrup- 
tion the bane of the ſplendid fortune. The quality of 
food or raiment cannot conſtitute intemperance : and 
we every day ſee as much debauchery and profaneneſs 
beneath the thatchedcottage, as under the ſuperb pavillion 
and gilded ceiling. It is the heart, not the rank which 
is infected: when that is diſpoſſeſſed of, or not guided 
by righteouſneſs, it takes in thoſe qualities which are 
moſt conformable to its corrupted diſpoſition, and ſuf- 
fers its ſuperior faculties to be overpowered by them : 
thus the debauchee knows no law of action but his. 
pleaſures, nor moderation than inability to follow them. 

If men ſacrificed righteouſneſs to the conveniencies 
and elegancies of life, and employed them to the good 
of the nation, ſuch a ſacrifice would indeed deſtroy 
the ſoul, yet (humanly ſpeaking) not endanger the ex- 
iſtence of the community, but the misfortune is, the 
facrifice is ſeldom confined to ſuch narrow limits : And 

we 
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„ we often ſee thoſe, on whom fortune has ſhed her kind- 


| eſt favours, ſlaves to avarice and venality, and thoſe 
if poſſeſſions which ſhould have ſuppreſſed worldly de- 
| fires, inflame a thouſand other vices : ambition, and all 


| 

; 

[| its train of evils, make them ſubmit to the baſeſt ſer- 

| vility, and trample on every duty human or divine. 

| Ambition, founded on proper principles, is virtuous : 

1 when it prompts us to raiſe our minds to divine wiſ- 
dom, and fill our ſouls with righteouſneſs, it is de- 

lightful and excellent : but if it leads us to arrogate 

| 


| the power of God, to ſhake off religious and moral 
j obligations; if it ſo turns our brain, as to make us 
| think we are great, becauſe we dare trample on the 
[| laws of God and ridicule his worſhip ; it will be ſo 
1 far from amiable, that it will expoſe the weakneſs of 
| our intellects and depravity of our hearts, Were its ef- 
Il! fects merely perſonal, the object may deſerve pity and 
compaſſion; and becoming recluſe, recover ſome de- 
12 gree of moderation and underſtanding. But, horrid to 
Wl. relate] the diſpoſition of this vice, is violent and peſti- 
Wl: | lential : nothing can ſtop its career: juſtice and mercy 
are diſregarded ; nor does it feel the leaſt compunction, 
i} in ſpreading national deſolation, or involving the op- 
ponents to its aims in wretchedneſs and deſtruction. 

| From hence ariſe inteſtine diviſions, faction and tu- 
| mult, weakening the natural ſtrength of the kingdom, 
interrupting the wheel of government, and depriving 
it of thoſe powers which might have been exerciſed 
with advantage and glory. 
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Theſe impediments to national proſperity, burthen- 
| Fe and fatal to the noble. operations which union 
produces, are trivial in compariſon with thoſe ſcenes of 
deſtruction: the effects of this vice ſpread amongſt the 
labouring part of the people, who are no leſs x — bul- 
wark of the nation in its fleets and armies, than the 
ſinews of the commercial world. Look now into their 
neat, though humble habitations, vou will ſee the 


reign of — Sao the father, mother, and children 


exerciſing their abilities in the ſeveral branches of their 
occupation: coarſe clothing and moderate meals ter- 
minate their deſires; exclude anxiety and care: com- 
fort extends her balmy wings, and florid health beams 
on every countenance. 

How ſoon is this pleaſing ſcene changed: the am- 
bitious man comes amongſt them, flickr their votes 
to raiſe him to his wiſhed-for honours; and inſtead 
of pleading his own. merits, or the benefit the king- 


a torrent of exceſs, riot and extravagance ; men, wo- 
men, and children are kept continually drunk; blaſ- 
phemy and gemeldete ſtrife and bloodſhed are heard 
and ſeen daily in the ſtreets: hatred and variance then 
formed, are.neyer eradicated. . Inſanity occaſioned by 
drunkenneſs, rages in a thouſand. ſhapes: in ſome it 
drives the paſſions to anger and fury 3 5 . defy the 
tribunal of heaven 3 others curſe cheir own exiſtence, 
ſink into def; pondency, and put an end to their, being : 
whilſt, „ in | heaps bs gaſping on. the 1 
the diſtended mouth, and pale emaciated. viſage, 2 


C noting: 


dom has received from his anceſtors virtues, he opens 
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noting their internal burnings, diſplay a ſcene no leſs 


full of horror, than degrading to human nature. What 


is the general conſequence of this conduct? numbers 
of theſe voters do not ſurvive the debauch; induſtry 
flies the debilitated reſidue; their houſes fink into ruins; 
and the remains of their wretched: beings are en 
in hoſpitals. ee : 
The ruinous effects of chile proceedings. do not top 
here : the expences which have cauſed this deſolation, 


have impaired the private fortune, and means muſt be 
found to repay the ſums which have been diſſipated to 
acquire the honour of ſerving their country; being ſer- 
vicable in that important ſtation, might promote them 


to valuable and eminent employments: bay where there 
are no diſtinguiſhing abilities, that reſource may fail : 
what then remains, but to hazard the ruins of ger 


patrimony at the gaming table? 


Not to inſiſt that the principles of this n are 
immoral; nor to dwell on the trifling intimation, that 
the ſedi of Virtue planted in the human mind, and 
all the nobler faculties of the ſoul are diſregarded, and 
ſuppreſſed by it; I will conſider its effects on its de- 
votees, male and fethale. : #12249) 5713 at (eb not in 

The frowns of chance are as frequent as thee ſmiles : 
the tranſition is ſudden : and oppoſite paſſibns reign by 
turns, diſtort, ſoften, and ſwell the muſcles. Hess 
you may ſee the fineſt faces, formed for the moſt de- 
lightful and virtuous rpoſes, a prey to rage and en- 

; the Nr of -= moſt ſordid paſſions,” and the 


lincaments of fury ſtamped on the ſeat of every grace 


I and 
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and beauty. Are theſe the ornaments of the moſt de- 
licate, modeſt, and charming part of the Creation? 
Do they warm the affection of; the wife, the tender- 
neſs > the. mother, or ſecure conjugal fidelity d Do 
they incite the regard, or ge the lover's vows ? 
However faſhionable this Vice may be, it muſt diſcou- 
rage \ matrimony, particularly in the Big her ſtations of 
life, and make it dreaded, as big with ruin and miſery. 
The rage of this Vice is ſtill more predominant a- 
mongſt men. It is really amazing fi ſee nobles aſſo- 
ciate with thieves,and robbers : theſe, whoſe natural 
and improved abilities, qualify them for the moſt im- 
portant offices in the ſtate, diſſipating their time and 
fortunes in a crowd of execrable wretches blaſpheming 
Providence. One day you ſee them ſmiling in all the 
pride of affluence, = and diſtinction, ſurrounded - 
with wealth and honour,” inhabiting ſuperb houſes 
and ſeats adorned with all the beauties which luxu- 
riant nature. and art can convey : the next, deprived 
of them, involved in poverty, miſery, and deſpair, 
unable to bear the fight of their injured families, or 
the torment of their own reflection, fly their country, 
or darinply ruſh from worldly ſhame, into the preſence 
of offended God. Is it not much to be lamented, 
that the moſt wholeſome laws are thus openly. violated, 
and the vitals of the kingdom are thus wantonly torn ? 
Does this do honour to 55 policy of a refined nation? 
or argue a regard for her laws and inftitutions?, Thus 
countenanced, is it to be wondered that the inferior 
part of the kingdom | ſo warmly follow the example of 
S 3 e 


f 1] 


their ſuperiors? The ſpirit of imitation was never ſo 
Prevalent in any age as the preſent. Pleaſure is the 
univerſal purſuit: it is the ſubject" of diſcbutſe, the 
ſpring of action, and arbitreſs of the ſoul: che maſter 
and his ſervant are not ſeldom undiſtinguiſhed by their 
dreſs: the Lady and her woman Wear © emilar attire: 
the noble and vulgar, Princes and mechanics appear in 
publick aſſemblies with the fame ſplendor, and + on 
of adornment. If the great give'balls, route; and en- 
tertainments: even their domefties ai over the recent 
ſeenes, and wallow in profuſion, extravagance, and 
debauchery. What but ruin muſt attend this boldly- 
aſſumed parity? the reſources for it muſt ſoon fail; 
honeſty is * upon to keep alive the embers 
of dying vanity, and ” they Fall" Vickime to folly and 
imprudence. 

I would not be undkerſaod 0 decry all pleaſure ; 
under the guidance of reaſon, it is apreeable to Reli- 
gion and Nature, neceſſary to flax the mind from ſeri- 
ous reflection, and bring the faculties into harmony 
and order; but to be the object of conſtant attention, 
and tranſgreſs the bounds of prudence in the purſuit 
of it, is pernicious to the mind as well as the body. 
The indulgence of ſenſual appetites and inordinate paſ- 
tons, bring a laffitude atid ori the underſtand- 
ing; ſon from diſuſe will decline, and the vital 
powers grow heavy and corrupt from a want of action; 
the e the blood and-fpirits on which the mental 
te to kecp the human ſyſtem in 


faculties Bu tips 
n congedles, and morbid; Cav the 


* brain, 
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brain, the ſeat of judgment and reflection, hen in- 
flamed by drunkenneſs, arrange and diſplay thoſe: 

beautiful images Which are impreſſed upon it? Can 

the animal {ſpirits produce the noble and fublime con- 
ceptions of reaſon, when loaded with gluttony ? Can 
the mind, agitated by anger, form impartial opinions? 

Can the blood, boiling with wanton deſires, admit 

clear ideas ? Can the underſtanding be juſt, when it 

is encompaſſed by a chick cloud of luſt entangled by 
diſſipation, and diſtreſſed by the jarings of a diſordered 
and debilitated body? It is impoſſible]! an univerſal 
harmony muſt prevail, or nature will ſhrink from its 
proper excellence. Purity is as neceſſary to mental 
perception, as the eye is to diſcern material objects: 


o 


the more free the mind is from the fumes of luſt and 


ſenſuality, the more ready, exact, and ſublime will 
be its operations; the higher it ſoars above the tyranny 
of appetite and paſſion, the more it will be filled 
with thoſe graces and ęxcellencies which ferm the 
man. „1 a WS 77 N MI! FEM $1.1 6 „ Je 
It is che intereſt and duty of every individual to 
countenance Virtue in each other; to ſupport it with 
the tenaciouſneſs and delicacy paid to perſonal honour. 
Can a mapiftrate diſregard the character of juſt, with- 
out erpoliſg his authority, or riſking the loſs of that 
reſpect which is derived from an opinion of his equity? 
Can we refuſe an impartial executor of juſtice the ap- 
planſe due to his virtuous principles? Would it not 
argue our own baſeneſs? Is not every regular conformiſt 


to the duties of civil ſociety, who by ſo acting, avows 
. ; EFF 
9 a re- 
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a refined morality, an object of every. honeft man's 
regard? Veneration and eſteem are only due to Vir- 
tue. Could our laws, which carry with them ſuch 
diſtinguiſhed perfectneſs, be poſſeſſed of their reputa- 
tion and worth, were they not founded on higher 
$6099: 4496 than merely temporal ? The. diſpoſition of 
human nature, cannot, be improved. by itſelt : the beſt. 
. of man, and all Il. the force and power of 
our minds, are acknowledged favours of God. 

The various arts in which human genius diſcovers | 
the greateſt, ſtrength. and ability, too often weaken 
the vital principle which puts them in action, and 
call for human laws to —— the corruption which 
flows from the very endowments. Human barriers 
155 inſt vice, however aided by the wiſdom of the 
Legiſlature, can only have a partial effect; and a 
Ry. are of laws enacted to redreſs particular griev- 
ances at different periods, from the mutability of 
of things, and variation of circumſtances, cannot 
but cla virtually, ſpiritually, poſitively, or by im- 
plication, and be ſo far from a clear and firm 
ſecurity to property and order, the ſacred guardians 
of Juſtice, Truth, and Virtue, that their intention 
and power muſt often revert to the. wiſdom of an 
individual. The wiſeſt of our... ſchemes partake 
of human Nee are fluctuating and unſteady; 
and not | ſeldom relying on treachery, cunning, 
and - artifice | for Neel ſupport, add er to 
frailty. 3 % JOne 20 
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Where then can a nation, ſociety, or people, 
look for a firm and immutable foundation to build 
on, a guide to direct and govern their actions? | 

It has 'been proved, that the guidance of reaſon 
alone is ineffectual; that uncontroled paſſions are 
ſubverſive of empire, fatal to peace, order, and every - 
thing amiable and honourable amongſt men. Let us 
not vainly compliment our natural ability, but fly 
to nobler aids, and more exalted powers. Let us 
clothe ourſelves with righteouſneſs, which animating 
the genius we have ſeen, will produce peace, health, 
honour, and reputation. All glorious in her origin, 
ſhe, like wiſdom, diſpels the clouds of Vice and 
Ignorance, Wiſdom vii. 25. © is a pure influence 
<« flowing from the glory of the Almighty.” 26. 
the brightneſs of the everlaſting light.” 27. en- 
c tering into ſouls, ſhe maketh them the friends of 
God and the Prophets.” 29. © more beautiful than 
A the ſun, and above all the order of ſtars.” | 

This pure influence raiſes Reaſon to Wiſdom, 
Wiſdom vii. 22. makes it ſubtil, lively, clear, un- 
<« defiled, plain; not ſubje& to hurt, loving the thing 
<« that is good, quick, ready to do good.” 23. © kind 
« to man, ſtedfaſt;” fills every individual with all 
pores happineſs, and eſtabliſhes that beautiful 

armony, which is the ſtability of ſociety, and 
ſtrength of nations, on the baſis of affection and 
conſcience, 


F 


* . 
* 
Ln 
* 
+» * 
my 
- 
"nw 4 n 
1 
— 
* 9 
= * 
a-_ 
* 
— 
. 
0 
N ” 
. 
4 % 
. 
% 
* LI — 
* 
* * 
= * 
* 
* 
* 
* 4 
- 
* o 
ww «+ 
* 
* 
* * 
* — 
* 90 
. © 
k 3 
* 
* 
# 
* 
18 
# 
4. . 
A ® 
* * 
„ ” 
33 4 on * 
2 * "2 
aw 
„ 
" * 
* 4 4 
A 
e * 8 
CI * 1 
. 
ST % 


a 2 8 4 


_ 
on = 
* 
. 
* 
- 
* 
— 
* 
Ke -, 
* 
* 
> 
- 
— 
# 
# 
-* 
— 
= oa 
* 
* 
— 
— . 
A a 
* * 
* 
* * 
« 
* 
* 2 
* 
* 
. 
- 
dz fa, 
„ WY 
CY 
„ . 


